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It is our belief that there is somp,tthg exbum‘d,uwy and wondrous in everyb,ody as
unigue creations of God. We value all our children as children of God and celebrate
difference and d,Lve,rsLty all within a safe, encouruging Christian school environment
in which all flourish.

Therefore, all will aspire with God's stmngth. to- reach for the stars.

‘| can doall things through him who strengthens me.” Philippians k:13



Mission Statement
Oracy is ha,vtn,g a voice, thrcrugh the a,b,LLLtH and confidence to express one's
th,oughts, answer BIG questions and listen to others to communicate oﬁcecttvaty.

The Role of Ora,cy

At St /V\a,ry’s we want our children to find their voice, have the confidence to
share their Opinions and. listen to others thoughts in order to- create more
evaluated and just‘gebad, views. In toda,y 's world, oral communication is one of

the numher one priorities that emp[oyer‘s look for. We need tor prepare our

children for the comptex and modern world that is now to*d,ay. Orac&/ can
dzvelop thher-OTdo,r tth,/an,g, a positive ethos of questioning and well-rounded
children, who have the etoguzn,ce and openness needed for their futures.

Aims

The aims which app[y to- all our children:

o to listen and respond appmpriatety to- adults and peers

o ask relevant questions to- extend their understandmg and /crw'wiedge

o to build vm:a,bulary thrvugh a range of topics across the curriculum to-
prepare children for the wider wortd

e articulate and justhH answers, arguments and opinions Qslo,ecLaLLy when
do,b,a,tmg

¢ give well- structured oLo,scn;ptLons, Qxlalanatbons and narratives for different
purposes, anLudLrLg for expressing feeltngs

e maintain attkention and participate actvaLH in collaborutive conversations,
staying on topic and initiating and respondtn,g to- comments

o use sp,ofoan Language to- dQVQLop undzrstandmg through specutattng,
hypothzststng, imagining and exIaLon'rLg ideas

. slo,ea,/c a,ud,LbLy and ﬂumtéy with an increasing command of Standard
EngLLsh

e participate in discussions, presentations, Io,o,/foma,nces, role Ialay,
improvisations and debates

e gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener{s)

o consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attemi’mg to- and bu,LLdLn,g on
the contributions of others

o select and use appropriate registers foreffective communication.

Te,a,chuw and Le,a,m,m,q
Ora,cy is taught in many aspects of tzachm,g and Leammg at St /V\arys




Substantive lmowied.\ge:

Substantive /cnowiedge of oracy at St /V\ary s is developed th,rough, the mod,o,LLLng
of high-guaLLty standard En,gltsh by teachers and support staff, hootks (chtwn,
non-fiction and Iaov,try) bzmg read to the children, thraugh the QxIaLLth to,achmg
of new vvcab,utary in each subject (children from Year 2-6 all have a word
collector), in ﬂumcy sessions in gutd,ed readtng, where children leamn a part of
a text modelled by their teacher and more.

DLschanaJy /cnow&dge:

Children dp,volop their slaoken, Lan,guago, dLscLIaLLrLa,ry /crwwiedgo, thraugh the
application of their skills and Leammg. This is achieved when debates are held,
through drama (hot seating, conscience allz&/, opinion lines), when engaging in
discussions to solve lo,rob,lzms, durtn,g events such as Pov,try Recitals and much
more. Children also stand up to-ans wer/ask questions and we expect them to
use full sentences, using specific, toch—rzLato,d bo,rmmoiogy and a clear, loud
and expressive voice. Toelevate the rote of oracy, we also expect our /oey stage
I and 2 children to- ask their own open questions, using Bloom.s Ta,xonomy and
to- use sentence stems to- answer guestions and to challenge each others
tthkLng. This creates more coherent tho'u,ghts and enables them to J u,sthH or
even c/w,nge some of the opinions thzy may have.

Resowrces
All resources are in teacher classrooms, thmgh the wse of a consistent whole
school aplo,mach, oracy wvﬁang walls, QuaLLty First To,achmg and ICT

QcLuLIammt.

Foundation Sta,ge

The foundation stage offers many opportunities to dzva[op oracy skills
throughout the school d,ay thmugh free-flow- activities such as, discussions
around curiosity cubes, mathematical activities, activities that encouruge children
to- discuss their senses and more. Teachers and support staff at St /V\a,ry s are
hi.gh[y trained in facilitation and therefore the correct intervention and m,odzLL'mg,
supports children’s slaoicen, Langua,ge skills. Children also have many
opportunities to devv,top their Leo,mmg in the outdoors with a b,eslaoioz outdoor
area available to- children that is tailored to support every stage of their
d;zve[opmznt eslop,cbauy sp,af&n Lan.gua,ge as this flows thraugh every activity
such as, tum-ta/cing, dzvztoptng manners and engaging in conversations with

their peers and adults abhout what thzy are doing.

PL&M%

Oracy is part of evv,ryd,ay IaLa,rerLg and q/ualLtH first tea,chmg at St /V\arys,

through the use of a consistent whole school a,lalaroach. Through the use of

carefu[[y structured, lessons and. teacher/child. questioning, oTacy appears in



every aspect of Leamtng. The expectation at St /V\arys is that everyone has a
voice and their own thoughts and it is the a,bLLLty to-express these and listen to
others which creates confident, well-rounded individuals.

Curriculum

Our curriculum is d,esigrw,d so that every subject has eq/ua[ importance. St

/\/\a,ry 's children have the opportunity to dzvv,[op their orocy skills in every aspect
of our curriculum. For Q,xampte, Ialarmp,d launch events; hot seating characters
in narrative units o a person of interest; 9Qographtcal discussions (Year 6
dLscuserLg river depth on their Rivers tn;p); creating thoughgcul hylaothests
questions in Science and more - the list is endless. We helieve that oral
communication inspires children and allows them to thrive.

R

St /V\ary 's has the Gold Ro,admg Quali,ty Mark and thmgh, orocy, children have
the opportunity to devo,éop their rechLng even more. ermxgh daLLH 9utdzd
readmg sessions, I:1 readmg, Ea,riy Bird ReacLLrLg sessions, ﬂup,n,cy sessions,
incentives, our LLbrary Bus and much more, children have the chance to discuss,
in delo,th, their ro,o,d,mg with an adult and/or peer- Ro,admg comlo,ro,hznswn,
understandtng, inference and authorial craft are also dzva[oped,, thmgh
scaffolded, important discussions with an adult or peer.

Mathematics

St /V\cuy 's has the Gold Mathematics QuaLLtH Mark. Oracy continues to*lamvidz
an excellent opportunity for the children to- talk, exlatam and debate their maths
skills and methods, fmdmg new ways to solve IarUbLQms and sho,rtng these with
their peers. Children engage themselves in the Language of maths, which equips
them to- understand and answer Io,rob,&m—so{vmg and reasoning questions.

RE

RE provides the perfect opportunity to debate and discuss 'Big Questions’. At St
/\/\ary's, children participate in a half-termly big question debate. This time
allows children tO‘exIaLom different opinions and listen tothe views of others, as
well as Justgfy ing thﬂu‘ghts thp,y have. 77&3 cha[[enge each other; elaborate on
each others t/wughts and sometimes change their own OpInions.

Assessment, /V\on,l,torm,q Recordm,q and Rep,ortmq
It is the leaders fQSpOTlSLbLLLtH to ensure children are ha,vmg the opportunities to-
deve [op their oracy skills and toensure a whole school a,lalaroach is b,emg
consi,sto,n,tly followed.
. Drop-m observations will take Ialace durmg a range of lessons, toensure
consistency and impact.




e Books scans to dzve[op, a picture of oracy dzvz[apmnt across a range of
sub:/'ects.

e Jeacher; child and parent questionnaires and interviews will also be
undertaken by the leader

o Staff meetings to discuss and cLQvo,Lop progression and the aplo,roach.

e [eachers assess and children assess themselves against ‘Slo,ea/cer"

Co,bzgori,es', which can be found on Oracy d,lealays in every classroom.

Reviewed: June 2024
Next Review~ June 2025

Signed: Mrs E.Hancock ( Oracy Leader)



