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Geograph&/ Poitcy

Endeavour - We should endeavour to persevere,
he resilient and work hard to he the hest we can he.

Cotossians 323




Intent

Geographg is a highly valued part of the curriculum, Iamvidmg a
purposeful means for exptoﬁ,ng, appreciating and undzrstcmdmg the world
in which we live and how- it has evolved. Geography Q,xlatoms the
rela,twnsh,L,o, between the Earth and its Iozoplz through the stud,y of plac:e,
space and environment. In geography, Iaulads learn the skills of
under‘stcmdmg a Loca,LLtH and how-and where people fit into its overall
structure. Go,ography also encourages children to learn through experience,

parthulariH thmugh Iaracttca[ and fieldwork activities.

Review- date: So,lato,mb,er 2026

School Vision and Motto

It is our belief that there is somthmg extraOTdLn,aly and wondrous in every body as
unigue creations of God. We value all our children as children of God and celebrate

difference and dvarsLtH all within a safe, encournging Christian school environment in

which all ﬂow‘tsh. Thp,refm, all will aspire with God's stro,n,gth to- reach for the stars.

| can do all th,m,\gs thrvu\gh, him who stm,ngtiuans me.” Philippians b1
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1. Subj'ect Statement

The National Curriculum for geography aims toensure that all Iau,aL[s by the end of
each /@3 stage can QPPLH and understand. the /cnﬂwiedge, skills and protesses
slo,QchLed in the relevant programmes of studg.

2. lmplzmnta,twn - Curriculum

At St /\/\ary 's CE Prtmary School, the children fotlow- a concentric curriculum, dzs(gn,ed,
to- motivate, engage and inspire the children through a series of geogmphy units. For
2025-2026 these units take IaLace across EYFS, KQ,H Stago, I and 2 durmg the autumn
and spring term. A local ho,rv;tage unit is also taught during the summer term.
Throughout the rest of the year, 'sticky starters ensure that key knowledge and skills

are reg uLariH revisited.

As well as ma,/cmg its own distinctive contribution to the school curriculum, geography
contributes to the wider aims of primary education. leachers will ensure that links
hetween su,bjects are maximized, during each unit.

Our Long—term Ialarw map out the skills and /crwwied.ge covered for each year group.
These p[ans define what we will teach and ensure an appropriate balance and
distribution of work across each year, o,LLowmg opportunities for re-visiting and

Iarogresston.



Ea,riy Years

We encouruge the development of the geographtcat skills, krwwio,dgo, and understandtng
that help our nursery and reception children make sense of their world and their place
in it. In the foundation stage, geography makes a significant contribution in the
fo‘[[awing areas:

Undzrstand.i.ng the World,
ELG: Pe,op,Le, Culture and Communities

Children at the Qxlo,ec&d level of dzvzéop,mxmt will:

Describe their immediate environment using /crwwﬂedgo, from observation, discussion, stories,
non-fiction texts and maps.

Know- some similarities and differences between different rzLigLous and cultural communities in
this country, d,rawing on their experiences and what has heen read in class.

E xIaLa,LrL some similarities and differences hetween life in this country and life in other
countries, drawing on /crwwiedge from stories, non-fiction texts and when appropriate maps.

ELG: The Natural World Children
At the exlop,ctzd level of dp,vetopmnt will:

E xla/,om the natural world around them, ma,/ctng ohservations and drawtng pictures of animals
and, pta,n,ts.

Know- some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and
contrasting enviroruments, d,rawing on their experiences and what has heen read in class.
Understand some important processes and, cha,nges in the natural world around them,
Ln,ctudi,ng the seasons and cha,ngi,ng states of matter:

KQH Sta,ge, !

PupLLs should he taught about -

Location lcrwwie,dge,

% Name and locate the world's seven continents and fLVQ oTeans.



% Name, locate and Lden,ttfy charocteristics of the four countries and ca,aLta,L cities of the
United K Lngdom and. its surrmmdmg seas.

Pla.ce klmawiedge
% Understand geographtca[ similarities and differences through stud,y ing the human and
Iahycha[ 9eography of a small area of the United KLngdom, and of a small area in a

contrasting non-E uropean country.

Human and physi,cal geogmphy

< /dentgfy seasonal and dady weather patterns in the United K Lngdom and the location
of hot and cold areas of the world in relation tothe Equator and the North and South
Poles.

% Use basic 9eograpthaL vm:ab,ulary to- refer to-
K/ej/ /a/zyﬂ'ca/  features, Ln,ctud,mg - beach, cliff, coust, forest, hill, mountain, sea,
ocean, river, soil, vaLLQy, vegetation, sea.son and weather /(e\y human features,

an[u,dmg - city, town, vi[[ago,, factmy, farm, house, office, port, harbour and. shop.

Ge,ogm,p}ucal skills and fieldwork

@ Use world maps, atlases and 9Lobp,5 to- idzntgcg the United KLngdom and its countries,
as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this /cey stage.

+ Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and
directional Langua,ge (e. g. near and far; left and n‘ght) to- describe the lotation of
features and routes on a map.

% Use aerial Iahotogralahs and IaLan, perspectives to- recognise landmarks and hasic
human and Io,hy sical features; devise a SmeLQ map; and use and construct hasic
sy mhols in a /cey.

% Use stmp& fieldwork and observational skills to studg the 9Qography of their school
and, its gmun,ds and the /cey human and Iahy sical features of its surroundmg

environment.

KQ.H Sta.ge 2

PupLLs should he taught about -

Location lcrwwie,dge,
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Lotate the world's countries, using maps to focus on Europe ( including the location of
Russia) and North and South America., concentrating on their environmental regions,
/ozH Ph}j sical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities.

Name and locate counties and cities of the United /(Lngdmn, geogmp,thaL regions and
their Ldzntgfy ing human and lo,hy sical characteristics, /ceg topographtcal features

( Ln.c[ud'mg hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and
understand how- some of these aspects have cha,nged over time.

Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern
Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and
Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones ( LrLcLud,Lng d,ay and,
nLght}.

Place Iawwied.ge,

Understand geogra,lo,htcal similarities and differences through the study of human and
phgchaL geography of a region of the United KLngdom, a region in a Eurvpo,cm
country, and a region within North or South. America.

Human and phy sical gwgraphy
Describe and wunderstand. /oey aspects of thj sical geogmphy, LrLcLu,dLng: climate zones,

biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthguakes, and the
wulber cy cle. Human 9eography, Ln,cludmg: types of settlement and land use,
economic activity LrLcLLwLLn,g trade links, and the distribution of natural resources
LrLcLud,Lng energy, food, minerals and water.

Geograghical skills and fieldwork

Use maps, atlases, gLo*bxas and di.thaL/ computer mapping to locate countries and
describe features studied.

Use the Qight points of a compass, fourand six -ﬁgum gn;d references, sy mhbols and
/&H ( LrLcLu,d,LrLg the use of Ordnance Su,rvzy m,o,las) to- build their /crwwio,d,ge of the
United KLngdom and the wider world.

Use fLe[d,vak to- ohserve, measure and record. the human and thf sical features in the
local area using a range of methods, LrLcLu,d,Lng sketch maps, Ialarw and gralo,hs, and

dLg ital techrw{og ies.
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3. /m,plzmnta,twn - Te,a,cthg and Le,a,mcng

The school wses a variety of ﬁaachmg and lza,mmg styles in go,ography lessons. Our
Iarmctlo,al aim is to d,QVQ[op the children's kmwiedge, skills and und,erst(mdmg in
9eogmphy and we use a variety of tea,ch'm,g and Leam'mg sty les to achieve this. We
believe in whole-class teachmg method.s and combine these with enguiry -hased research
activities. We believe children learmn best when:

Th,o,&/ have access to-and are able to- handle artefacts.

Th,o,&/ go~ on visits to pLaces of 9eographtcal interest in order to- make and record their
ohservations in the field.

Thzy have access to 900d q,u,altty books, Iahotogralahs, maps, atlases and g[obes.
Visitors talk about Io,ersonat experiences of the LLvmg in the Locoli,ty and b,zyond.

Thzy listen to-and interact with stories from around the wortd.

Th,o,&/ undertake fieldwork b,&/ inferviewing fa,m,LLH, friends and members of the local
comm,u,n,LtH,

Thzy are shown, or use mdzpzndzntty, resources from the internet, and videos.

Thzy are able to-use non-fiction hooks for research.

Thzy are Io,row‘ded with opportunities to woTk Lndepzndent[y or coi[aborattvz[y, to-ask as

well as answer geogralamcat questions.

Inclusion

We recognise the fact that we have children of d,gffe,rtng a,b,LLLty in all our classes, and
50" we provide suitahble lp,ammg opportunities for all children b,y matchmg the c/w,Up,nge
of the task to the ab,LLLtH of the child. We achieve this through a range of strategies
which are differentiated by task, exp,ecfzd outcome and,/or support from peers or adults.
This is monitored at the end of each 9Qogra,lahy focussed unit bH hook monitoring and
via lesson drop ins d.urv;ng be,a,chmg by either the subject leader, a member of SLT or
the school SENCO.



Effective Qu,e,stwni,ng using Bloom's Taxonomy

Effective questioning using Bloom's To,xonomy is Iarvmo‘l:ed thrvughout the schoul and
across the curriculum for the foi[awmg RASONS:

Questions  stimulate terL/ang, and often generute more  questions to clarify
understandmg.

Good questions generate informative responses often revo,a,tmg not only misconceptions
and mLsurLerstarLdLng, but undzr'standm.g and experience beyond that Q,xlo,ected.

Good questions encourage learners to- make links.

Good questions Iaush, learners tothe limit of their undzrstandmg.

Good questions from Iau,laLLs Iaush teachers to the limits of their undzrsta,ndmg too, and
cha[tenge them to find better ways of exlo,LaLnLng.

Good questions offer opportunities for learners to- hear others answers to question,; it
hetps them to- reflect on their own undzrsta,ndmg.

L. /rnf),a,ct - Assessment and Record,Ln,g

At St /\/\a,/y's CE Primary School, assessment is an integral part of the teaching process.
Assessment is used to- inform pLarang and to facilitate differentiation. The assessment
of children’s work is on-qoing to-ensure that undo.rstandmg is b,o,LrLg achieved and that
progress is szng made. Feedback is given to the children as soon as Iao*ssLb,LQ, and
markmg work will be guLdzd by the schoots mo,rkmg p,oiLcH.

At the b@gmntn,g of each geo:qraphg unit, the class teacher will Lnfo*rmally assess the

children’s level of /crwwiedge thrcrugh an assessment sheet in order to suLtabLH a,dj ust
their teachtng of the unit taken from the Long—term geography Ia[cm.

At the end of each unit, each class teacher submits an assessment on /nnght, the schoot's
data trac/cmg sy stem. Each child is assessed as WUT‘/CLﬂg towards the intended outcomes,
/w,ving achieved the intended outcomes or exceed,Lng the intended outcomes. Each
teachers assessment is hased on a comhination of questioning dun;ng lessons,
observations of Lndxzpendxznt and group work and evidence ,aroduced in books. After
te,a,cerLg, the children also 9o back tothe oTig inal assessment sheet in hooks and com,aLQtQ

oredit as necessary.



5. Resouwrces

There is a range of age-appropriate resowrces to- support the txw,chmg and lzammg of
9eogmphy across the schoot. Children’s hooks are /celat in the Geogralahy section of the
school LLbrary bus. An excellent range of 9QograpthaL information texts are available
from the library bus and can be taken out by both children and teachers. Many types
of atlases and glotes are readily available in the geography cuphoard.

Visits are planned to-enhance Lo,a,mmg and provide hands-on experiences. Po,oplz with
an interest, or expertise, in a particular topic or area of geography should be invited
into- school to- work with the children. These might be parents, grandparents, other family
memhbers, nztghbw,rs ot representatives of the local community .

In Sepbzm,bar 2019, a Large-scato, map of the world, Ln,cLudLrLg labelled continents wus
added as a playground marking to the Key Stage I playground.  On the Key Stage 2
Ialaygmnd a Large map of the United K LnngTn and, its Largest cities was added. The
children are now-able tabzg'm their geography topics b,y visiting these maps and, Loofcmg
at how- the Loca,[LtH or topic b,emg studied fits into the (biggor Io,Lctu,rQ’ of the world.

6. Roles and Respame,Ll,LtLas

The work of the subj'ect leader is to monitor and support coﬂo,a.guzs in the teacth,g of
geogra,ahy, bz'mg informed. about current dQVQLopmnts and, compelitions in the subj'ect,
and, Iarrrvidi,ng a stm&ch lead and direction for the subj'ect in the school.

The monitoring of geography teaching is carried out through ‘drop ins” during lessons
and hook trawls/book monitoring which are carried out at the end of each unit. These
will both focus on covernge of the curriculum and evidence of 9Qographtcal skills, thus
aLLowv;ng the geo:c]raphy co-ordinator to gain an Lnsi.ght into 9Qogralo,hy to,a,chtng across
the whole school and will /wlla the school to Ldzntgfy areas of strength, which can then
be shared. At the end of each unit a staff meeting is held to share and evaluate the
tp,a,chmg of geogralo,hy. This enables communication across the school about the content
which is b,eLrLg tau,gh,t and is an opportunity to share best proctise.



PoiLcH MonLtanng

The Geograph co-ordinator is res,aonsLbLQ forthe monitoring of the me&mntatbon of
this Iaoucy. The leader reports to- the Headteacher on the effectiveness of the IaoiLcy and
to the governing body upon its review: This poitcy will be reviewed cmnua[tg.
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