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His tory PoiLcy

Endeavour - We should endeavour to persevere, he resilient and work hard to he the hest we can he.
Cotossians 323

Intent Statement

The aims of HLstory at St /\/\a,ry’s C.E. Prtm,a,ry School are consistent with our school IahLL(rsophy:

Toinstil in the children a curiosity and u,nderstandmg of events, IaLa,ces and Io;wpte in o variety of times and environments.
To dzvolop an interest in the past and an appreciation of human achievements and aspirations.

To- understand the values of different societies both past and present.

To deveéop a /cnawizdge of chronoiogy within which the children can organise their un,derstcmdmg of the past.

To understand how- the past was different from the present and that Io,o,ople of other times and pLaces may have had
different values and attitudes from ours.

To- understand the nature of evidence b’H emphasLerLg the protess of enquiry and, by d,QVQLoang the range of skills requ,Lro,d
to” interpret primary and so,condary source materials.

To dLsthguLsh between historical facts and the interpretation of those facts.

To understand that events have a muLtLpLLthH of causes and that historical Q,xplarw,tum is Iarrrvis'uma[, debatable and

sometimes controversial.

The Gmm'mg Bady ad,opted, this poﬂcy:

Alalarowd, by :

Review date: September 2026




Schoot Vision and Motto

It is our belief that there is smthl;n.g thracmima,ry and wondrous in vi,ryb,ody as unigue creations of God. We value all our
children as children of God and celebrute difference and dLversLt&/ all within a safe, encournging Christian school environment
in. which all flourish. Therefore, all will aspire with God's stren,gth to- reach for the stars.

| can doall things through him who strengthens me.” Philippians L1
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l. Subj'e,ct Statement

St /\/\a,/y 's CE Primwy School are committed to Io,/vvid,Lng all children with exciting opportunities to-engage in thtmy. It sets out
a framework within which staff can work, and gives 9utdance on IaLarerLg, teach'm,g and assessment.

/-/LstOTy is ahout real po,opLe who lived, and real events which happenzd in the past. /-/Lstcny is concerned with sequence, time
and chrzmo{ogy and is the study of evidence ahout the past; it gives us a sense of Ldo,nttty, set within our sotial, potitical,
cultural and economic relationships. HLstmy fires the children's curiosity ahout the past in Britain and the wider world and
Ialays an essential part in preparing them for LLving and WUTiang in the contemporary world. 77&3 will consider how- the past
influences the present, what past sotieties were like, how these societies argaaned their pﬂ‘iLths, and what beliefs and cultures
influenced Io,eopte’s actions. As thzy do this, the children will deveéop a chromﬁogi,cat framework for their /crwwizd.ge of
nganLcant events and people. T/my will see the cLva,rsLtH of human experience, and understand more ahout themselves as
individuals and members of sotiety . What thzy learn will influence their decisions about per'sonal choices, attitudes and
values. In thtmy, the children will also learn to find evidence, WQLgh it up and reach their own conclusions. To do this thzg
need to- be able toresearch, sift through evidence, and argue for their point of view - skills that are Iarized in adult life.

2. Imfllzmznta,tum - Curriculum

At St /V\a,ry 's CE Prtma,ry Schoot, the children foﬂowa, concentric curriculum, dengnp,d, to- motivote, engage and, inspire the
children through a series of /L'Lstmy units. For 2025-2026 these units take IaLo,co, across EYFS, Ko,y Sto,go, I and 2 d,uring the

spring and summer terms. A local hzrttage unit is also to,ught d,urmg the summer term. Through(mt the rest of the year, 'sth/cy
starters ensure that /&H /crwwiadge and skills are mguladg revisited.

As well as m/chLg its own distinctive contribution to the school curriculum, thtcmj contributes to the wider aims of primary
education. Teachers will ensure that links hetween subjects are maximized d,urmg each unit.

Our Long-term and medium-term IaLcms map out the skills and themes covered for each year group. These IaLan,s define what
we will teach and ensure an appropriate balance and distribution of woTk across each year.

Eaﬂy Years

Durtng the Foundation Stage, the children are given the opportunity to- find out about past and present events in their own
lives, and those of their families and other Io,eopbz t/w,y know- Our foundation stage classes will also participate in our Lotal
/-/o,rttage unit, which will take Ia[a,ce d,urmg the summer term. In the foundation stage, thtmy makes a sign,gﬁco,nt contribution

in the foﬂowing area:
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Und,ersta,nd,l;ng the World,
Past and Present ELG
Children at the ex,o,o,cto,d level of cLQvo,LopmrLt will:

@ Talk about the lives of the people around them and their rofes in society;

% Know some similarities and differences hetween th'mgs in the past and now, dra,wmg on theirexperiences and what has
been read in class;

< Understand the past thrvugh, settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and story te[['mg

KQ,H Sta.ge |

The National Curriculum Programmo, of Study at Key Sta,ge | fotuses on developing children's awareness of the past, using
common words and phrases ro,La,thg to- the passing of time. Wy should know- where the people and events they study fit
within a chmno‘togtcal framework and identify similarities and differences hetween ways of life in different periods. Children
should use a wide vvcabu[ary of everyd,ay historical terms. Thzy should ask and answer questions, chov'smg and using parts
of stories and other sources to- show that th,ey know- and understand /@y features of events. WH should understand some of
the woys in which we find out about the past and, Ldenttfy different ways in which it is ro,lo,resentzd. In Ialarmmg to-ensure
the progression described ahove through teach'm,g ahout the people, events and cha,nges outlined below:, teachers are often
Lntmducmg pupils to- historical perwds that theg will study more fuLLH at KQ,H Stage 2.

Pulo,Lls should he taught about:

Changes within L'Lving memory .

Events bzyomi LLving memory that are 5iganLca,rLt natLonaLLy or gbobalty.

The lives of signtftcant individuals in the past who have contributed to- national and international achievements.
SL\quLcha,rLt historical events, peop[a and places in their own Loca,LLtH.

KQH Sta,ge, 2

The National Curriculum Programmp, of Stud,y at KQ,H Stago, 2 should continue to-allow-children to d,Q,VQ,[,Op, a chrrmoiogtcal[y secure
/mcrw&d,ge and under‘stcmdmg of British, local and world thtmy, Qstab,LLsthg clear narratives within and across the periods
thzy stu,dy. 77123 should note connections, contrasts and trends over time and devvlop the appropriate use of historical terms.
Thzy should reguLartH address and sometimes devise thtoncaLLH valid questions ahout chango,, cause, sLmLLaritH and difference,
and stgng‘:tcance. Children should construct informed responses that invoive thoughg‘ul selection and organisation of relevant
historical information. Thzy should understand how our /crwwio,dge of the past is constructed from a range of sowrces. In
IaLa,rang to-ensure progression, teachers should combine overview  and delath studies to iwl,a Iau,aL[s understand both the Long arc
of developmp,nt and the comIaLQthH of specific aspects of the content.

PupLLs should he taught about:

Changes in Britain from the Stone Age tothe Iron Age.

The Roman EmlaLrQ and its impact on Britain.

Britain's settlement by An,gLO‘-Sa,xons and Scots.

The VL/ang and AngLO‘—Saxon strugglefor the K'mgdﬂm of Eng[o,nd, tothe time of Edward the Confessor.

A local thtUry study .
A study of an aspect or theme in British thtO'nj that extend.s Io,ulads' chrvno‘tocha,L /crwwiedge b,eyond, 1066 .

The achievements of the eartiest civilizations - an overview of where and when the first civilizations a,ppea,red and a depth
study of one of the foﬂowmg : Ancient Sumer; The Indus Va,LLQH; Ancient Egylo,t; The Shcmg DHrw,stH of Ancient China.

Progresswn and COTLtULLLLtH



The activities in thtory build upon the prior Lo,a,mmg of the children. Whilst we give children of all ahilities the opportunity to
do.veéop their skills, /cn,orw{zdge and undp,rsto,mimg, we ensure continuity and progression so that there is an increasing chatlp,nge
for the children as th,ey move up thrcrugh the schoot. Teachers should refer to the Progre,ssi,on in Hi,story document.

3. Te,a,chmg and Learruhg

The school uses a variety of teach'mg and Leammg styles in history lessons. Our principal aim is to- develop the children’s
/maw&dge, skills and undzrstcmdmg in history and we use a vuriety of to,achmg and Lo,a,rnmg styles to~ do this. We believe in
whole-class tQa,ch,Lng methods and combine these with enguiry -based research activities. We believe children learn best when:

< Thzg have access to, and are able to-handle artefacts.

< Thzg go on visits to- museums and ,a[aces of historical interest.

< Thzg have access to sources such as hooks and Iaho‘tographs.

% Visitors talk about personal experiences of the past.

@ They listen to-and interact with stories from the past.
23 T/w,y undertake fieldwork by interviewing family and otder friends about cha,nges in their own and other Iaeopte’s lives.
Thzg use drama and dance to act out historical events.
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Thzy are shown, or use Lndzpzndznt[y, resources from the internet, and videos.
Thzy are ahle to wse non-fiction hooks for research.
Thzy are Iar(rvtded with opportunities to woTk Lndelo,endzntty orcoﬂaborattvety tooask as well as answer historical questions.
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Inclusion

We recognise the fact that we have children of d,g‘j‘:ertng ab,LLLty in all ourclasses, and sowe IO,FO’VT,d,Q, suitable Leammg opportunities

for all children by m,a,tcerLg the chalbmge of the task to the abLLLtH of the child. We achieve this thrvugh a range of strategies
which are differentiated b,y task, expected outcome and/or support from peers or adults. This is monitored by a hook trawl at
the end of each teaching unit and via lesson 'drvp ins during teaching.

Effective Questioning using Bloom's Taxonomy
Effective questioning using Bloom's Taxonomy is Iammcrted thrvug/wut the school and across the curriculum for the foﬂawv;n,g

MRASONS:
% Questions stimulate thLI’L/CLng, and oft(m 9Qn,era,te more questions to ctanfy undzrstandtn,g.
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» Good questions 9Qrvarato, Lnfmmattvv, responses oftm rzvv,aLLrLg not onLH mLscmcelatLons and mLsunderstandLng, but
undzrsto,nd,mg and experience b;aycmd, that Q,xlozcted.
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Good questions encourage learners to- make links.

Good questions Iaush learners to the limit of their understo,ndmg.

Good questions from Iau,aLLs Iaush teachers to the limits of their understandmg too, and chat&nge them to find better woys
of prLaLnLng.

« Good questions offer opportunities for learners to hear others answers to question; it hztps them to reflect on their own
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L. Imfm,ct - Assessment and Re,cord,i.ng

At St /V\a,ry’s CE Pera,ry Schoul, assessment is an Ln,tegral part of the teachi,ng protess. Assessment is used to- inform IaLarang
and to facilitate differentiation. The assessment of childrens work is on-going to-ensure that under'stcmdmg is b,etng achieved
and that progress is b,eLrLg made. feedback is given to the children as soon as IO,O‘SSLb,[}z,, and m,o,rk‘mg work will be guLd@d by the
schools ma,r/cmg policy.



At the ngermg of each thtOTy unit, the class teacher will Lnfmmad&/ assess the children’s level of /mow&d,ge through an
assessment sheet in order tor suLtabLH a,dj' ust their tea,chmg of the unit taken from the Long -term geography IaLan.

At the end of each unit, each class teacher submits an assessment on /nstght, the school's data tra,c/cmg sy stem. Each child is
assessed as wm‘ktng towards the intended cutcomes, havmg achieved the intended cutcomes orexceedmg the intended outcomes.
Each teachers assessment is based on a combination of questioning durmg lessons, observations of Lnd,elo,end,ent and group woTk
and evidence produced in hooks. After to,achmg, the children also 90 back to the oﬁgma,[ assessment sheet in bhooks and complete

or edit as necessary.
5. Resowrces

There is a range of age appropriate resources to- support the tea,ch,mg and Leammg of thtonJ, an[udmg the local area, across the
school. We have a wide range of text books and interactive bourds to- access the internet as a class. Children's hooks are /celat in
the history section of the school library bus and every half term, the librarian loans hooks out to-each year group. An excellent
range of historical information texts are avuilable from the library bus and can be taken out by hoth children and teachers.

Visits are Ia[armp,d to- enhance lzammg and give opportunities for hands-on experiences. Po,oplz with an interest, orexpertise, in
a Io,arthuLar topic orarea of thtory should he invited into school to- work with the children. These might he parents, grandlaarents,
other fa,mLLH memhbers, nzL\ghbxmrs ot representatives of the lotal community.

In Septemb,er 2019, a La/ge-sca& timeline was added as a ptayground ma,rkmg to the Key Sta,ge 2 playground. The children are
now- ahle to beg in their units of study by visiting the timeline and expLOT'LrLg where the topic bQLn,g studied fits in relation to other
p,o,rw‘ds in time.

6. Roles and Ro,sponsLb,Ll,LtLas

The work of the subject leader is to- monitor and support coiteagues in the teachmg of thto-ry, bp,LrLg informed ahout current
deveéopmzn,ts and competitions in the subj‘ect, and prvw;dtng a strategic lead and direction for the su,bject in the school.

/V\onLto-an,g of teachmg is carried out thmugh ‘dmp ins durmg lessons and book trawls/hook monitoring which are carried out at
the end of each unit. These will hoth focus on coveruge of the curriculum and the use of historical enguiry skills, thus a[[awtng
the co-ordinator to gain an Lnstght into /LLStOTy to,a,chtng across the whole school and hz[la the school to Ldthfy areas of strength,

which can then he shared. At the end of each unit, fo,edbo,c/c is Iarrrvid,ed durmg a staff mp,et'mg for the teach'mg staff and SLT.
feedback fotusses on intent, me[emntatton and impact.

PO'LLCH MonLto-ﬁ.n,g
The /ustmy co-ordinator is reslo,onstblz for the monLtoang of the Lmlalzmznto,twn of this IaoiLcH. The leader reports to- the Head
teacher on the effectiveness of the fwﬂcy and to the governing bﬂdy upon its review: This Iaoﬂcy will be reviewed a,rmu,o,dy.



